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Teaching Statement

I really enjoy teaching. One reason is because I like people–simple enough. But I also enjoy its
challenges: the challenge of both increasing my own understanding of a topic and communicating
it in an effective way. In terms of teaching philosophy, a style that is as interactive as possible in
a classroom setting is important. This means trying to maintain an active dialog with theaudience
as opposed to a passive, one-way communication from the speaker to the audience. The idea is that
two-way communication results in a more engaging, productive learning experience for both students
and teachers.

Goals

It is important to consider the goals and interests of the students and the teacher, both in general and
on a day-to-day basis. Thus careful thought as to what makes a productive learning environment
is required. I believe that learning occurs best when a student is engaged. Engaging a student can
result from an active dialog, as mentioned previously, and from learn-by-doing exercises, e.g., written
work, oral communication, and programming assignments. Other goals includedeveloping critical
thinking, improving problem solving abilities, improving subject specific writing,working effectively
in groups, and naturally, enjoying the topic at hand. An important part of reaching the aforementioned
goals is, as the teacher, to convey to the audience a sincere enthusiasm and interest in the topic.

Experience From a Student Perspective

From the perspective of a student, my experience includes over 70 university courses, spanning four
different universities in three different countries. (That’s a lot of tests by the way.) Thus, I have been
exposed to many different teaching styles in many different settings. One of the best classes I ever
took was a physics course: electricity and magnetism, in the physics department at the University
of Massachusetts, Amherst (back in 1993). The classroom was equipped with a local area network.
After each topic was introduced, say every 15-20 minutes, a simple test question was proposed by the
lecturer. Each student had to answer the question using a small laptop device at each desk. The results
were then immediately projected on the wall to the class (anonymously) indicating the percentage of
students that answered the test question correctly and thus understood the concept just presented. The
teacher then knew immediately how effective their presentation was. Clearly,not every classroom
can be equipped with such hardware but the idea of a feedback loop I find very appealing.

Experience From a Teacher’s Perspective

From the perspective of a teacher, my experience includes a lecturer and teaching assistant position
in the Department of Computer Science at the University of New Hampshire, Durham.1 I was re-
sponsible for teaching a survey computer science course that providesa theoretical overview in the
topics of operating systems, computer architecture, networking, computer graphics and databases.
The course also introduced the features of the UNIX, Macintosh, and Windows operating systems as
well as popular business office software including word processing, spreadsheet, and simple database

1For more information about the Computer Science Department at UNH, please visit:
http://www.cs.unh.edu/
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applications. My responsibilities were comprehensive: (1) preparing and presenting the lecture ma-
terial, (2) handing out the homework assignments, (3) managing one or moregraders, (4) managing
computer lab sessions, (5) meeting with students during office hours, (6) regular meetings with the
other teachers/lecturers, (7) and not least, assessing the final grades. Approximately 475 students
attended my lecture over the course of four years. The course was evaluated (anonymously) by the
students at the end of each semester, the results of which are available to allmembers of the univer-
sity community. The evaluations for my course were amongst the highest in the department every
semester.

Conclusion and Summary of Philosophy

Teaching is a skill that can benefit from constant improvement, just like learning skills in the case
of a student. Since the teacher continuously learns to better their talents, the teacher shares much in
common with a student. As in the case of a student, teaching leaves much room for professional and
personal growth. Thus the distinction between student and teacher in fact may start to blur. Teaching
also compliments research because it forces a more thorough understanding of the topic at hand.
Lecturing is also a great way to build relationships with students, including students that might like
to perform their own research.
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